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LAWA and Belmont Abbey College partner to help close Latino
academic achievement gaps

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Charlotte, NC, DATE — LAWA (Latin Americans Working for Achievement) and Belmont Abbey
College announced today a new partnership to help Latino students from low-to-moderate
income families by matching scholarship grants for LAWA students attending the college,
doubling their award. The new program recognizes that finances are often a barrier to
education and helps Latino families in the Charlotte Region gain access to high-quality
post-secondary career opportunities. In partnership with LAWA, Belmont Abbey will also host a
workshop dedicated to helping students with FAFSA and making college more accessible. The
workshop is part of the inaugural High School series and will take place on Belmont Abbey’s
campus on December 9th.

“We feel incredibly grateful to Belmont Abbey College for partnering with us,” said LAWA
Executive Director Ana S Rey. “Our partnership will allow our organization to reach more Latino
homes in Gaston County.” LAWA is a nonprofit organization dedicated to advancing the
education and quality of life for the Latino community in the Charlotte region through
scholarships and career-readiness programs. Through collaboration with community
organizations, LAWA offers Youth scholarship programs and High School Series workshops to
U.S. Latino high school students that might not see college as a possibility.

The initiatives with Belmont Abbey College aim to close Latino academic achievement gaps,
improve Latino high school graduation rates, and increase the number of Latino students who
pursue and complete post-secondary study in Gaston County. These efforts are crucial, as the
majority of LAWA scholarship recipients are first-generation college students.

“At Belmont Abbey, we’re excited about the opportunity to positively impact our local Latino
community by providing them with a liberal arts education that prepares them—mind, body
and spirit—to pursue the good for themselves and their communities,” said Martin Aucoin, Vice
Provost and Dean of Admissions at Belmont Abbey College. “We welcome the talents of
everyone, from any background and tradition, who is committed to fostering the development
of the whole person and contributing to the mission of the college.” The initiative with LAWA
aligns with Belmont Abbey’s aim to offer an environment where students can work towards
their full potential.

About LAWA: LAWA is a 501©3 nonprofit charitable organization serving Mecklenburg and
adjacent counties. The organization’s mission is to advance the education and quality of life of



Latinos in the Charlotte Region through scholarships, academic, and cultural programs.
www.lawanc.org

About Belmont Abbey College: Founded in 1876, Belmont Abbey College is a private, Catholic
baccalaureate and liberal arts institution. The college's mission is to educate students in the
liberal arts and sciences so that in all things God may be glorified. Guided by the Catholic
intellectual tradition and the Benedictine spirit of prayer and learning, Belmont Abbey
welcomes a diverse body of students and provides them with an education that will enable
them to lead lives of integrity, to succeed professionally, to become responsible citizens, and to
be a blessing to themselves and others. The beautiful and historic campus is conveniently
located just 10 miles west of Charlotte, N.C., and currently serves over 1500 students both
onsite and online. For more information, visit https://belmontabbeycollege.edu/.

Reporters may contact:

Zamara Saldivar — LAWA Operations Manager — Zsaldivar@lawanc.org; 704-552-1003

Julia Long — Marketing Project Manager — julialong@bac.edu; 704-461-6777
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